BLACK RIVER FALLS AND THE GREAT WAR

Scenes like this occurred across the United States in 1919. The men of
Company C arrived home and are greeted at the local train depot in
downtown Black River Falls. How had their lives changed?
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INTRODUCTION TO THE 2013-14 Project
“All historical experience must be imagined before it can be understood.”
(Historian David Blight)
Noted novelist William Faulkner once wrote, “The past isn’t dead, in fact, it isn’t even past.” Life
in a small city continually reminds us of the truth of Faulkner’s 1951 observation. The goal of
the Falls History Project from the start has been to research episodes and stories that comprise
the mosaic of our community’s past, and bring those stories to a wider audience. Through 13
projects, 14 dedicated interns, 44 interviews with local residents, and much research into
available archives, we have pursued that goal. In the long view, we are creating an archive that
future history students will be able to explore.
Our 2013-14 research took us back to the Great War, later known as World War I. Though
seemingly distant from the consciousness of students in 2014, the events of 100 years ago
changed the course of human history in varied and complex ways. How did Wisconsinites in
this region, many of whom had German ancestry, react to the terrible events of 1914 and
beyond? How were local lives changed by such a tragedy?
That’s what we set out to uncover in this project.
Senior Dominic Vase, a dedicated history student with an
authentic passion for military history, served as our Intern for this
project. Dominic distinguished himself in our History Department
during his four years here and was a natural choice for this
year’s project. He will be attending UW-Eau Claire in the fall of
2014 with an eye toward the medical field, although I suspect his
interest in the past will always be close at hand.
Dominic chose to focus on the compelling story of Company C, a
transportation unit comprised primarily of young men from our
region. While tracing their journey through France, he highlights
the story of Lawrence Jones, lifelong Black Riverian who served
in Company C.
As always, we are indebted to several individuals that took the
time to assist us with our work this year. First of all, thanks to Randy Bjerke and Ken
Schoolcraft for lending their voices to this story! Randy is the Veterans Service Officer for our
County and Ken serves as the Americanism Chairman of Miles-Hagen Post 200. In addition,
thanks to Mary Woods at the Jackson County History Room at the public library for her
continued support of the project. Local history is a “bottom-up” enterprise and pulling together
fragments of information into a coherent whole is quite often challenging. Mary has been our
History Room connection for all 13 projects and has been a valued part of our team!
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PREFACE: WHO WERE WE THEN?
Residents of a semi-rural community often feel detached from the defining events of the day.
History, of course, counters that view and intersections between the daily lives of normal people
and the grander sweep of history happen again and again. Such is the case with the
experiences of citizen-soldiers. Indeed, since the founding of this small city by second-wave
New Englanders in the late 1830s, Black Riverians have participated in every conflict starting
with the Mexican War of 1846-48. Indeed, the warrior ethos runs deep in the community and
certainly predates the Euro-American settlement of the region. The story of young Ho-chunk
men who served in the 32nd “Red Arrow” Infantry Division, for example, illustrates the warrior
tradition of the native people of our region, a tradition that runs deep in Ho-chunk culture. As
always, “research begets further research” and the story of the Red Arrow Division is worthy of
exploration by future history students. Stories abound.
By 1914 Black River Falls had been settled for roughly 75 years. An ethnically diverse
community originally established by lumbermen who valued the fast-flowing tributary of the
Mississippi River for transporting logs, had 3 years earlier survived a devastating flood and was
in the process of rebuilding the downtown area. 100 years later, the brick storefronts on Main
Street remind us of that post-flood period. And while today’s residents would recognize the
basic outlines of the town, much has clearly changed since the World War I era.
Permit me to offer two framing anecdotes from those years that have come across to us from
prior history projects. The first one involves Lawrence Jones, one of the subjects Dominic
explored this year. In April of 1915, Jones and classmate Edwin Olson, were part of the
audience of students who listened as George M. Perry and Henry J. Ormsby spoke of their
personal experiences in the Civil War. Elder leaders in Black River, Perry and Ormsby, both
members of the G.A.R. Organization, regaled the young students with episodes then 50 years
past. One can only imagine what the young men were thinking as they sat there on that warm
spring day. The “Great War” engulfing Europe since 1914 did not seem to be an American
concern in 1915, but only two years later, Lawrence Jones and Edwin Olson enlisted to serve in
the American cause, ultimately becoming members of Company C from Black River Falls. We
can speculate that the memory of Civil War was in the air as Americans marched off to France
in 1917-18.
The second episode involves William Krause (1871-1932), German immigrant and master baker
at the Pratt Bakery in downtown Black River. “Billy,” as he was known in the community, came
to America in 1902 and arrived in Black River in 1905. Described as “an expert at the baker’s
trade and very steady and reliable in his work,” Billy Krause garnered respect within the
community and was a member of several civic organizations including the Banner Lodge of
Pythians, a noted fraternal order of the day. As recounted to me in separate interviews with Bob
Pratt and Ozzy Moe in 2003, Krause experienced cruel and humiliating treatment by local
“thugs” on Armistice Day, November 11th of 1918. The jubilation surrounding the
announcement of the end of the Great War swept through every village and town in America,
and unfortunately German-Americans were in an uneasy situation at best. The Badger State
Banner, forerunner to the Banner Journal, reported the celebration this way:
Monday last pandemonium reigned in our city. Our people were not all drunk, totally
unbalanced mentally, nor idiotic – but to put it mildly they were hilarious in the highest degree.
We saw no tears shed; angry faces in public were few, if any. This spirit seized the old, young,
middle aged, and children, yea even dogs howled and pranced through our streets – in fact, no
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living thing escaped. Yea more, the autos howled and shrieked, tin cans, wash tubs, and all
manner of lifeless things.
It was in the midst of the celebration that Billy, age 47, was dragged from the bakery, forced to
bow down and kiss the ground, placed in a wooden casket, and mockingly paraded up and
down Main Street. Interestingly enough, George M. Perry, the Civil War veteran who spoke to
the students in 1915, penned an editorial condemning the hazing and defending the honor of
men like Krause. Celebrations of victory bring out the best and worst in human nature.
The fact that Robert Pratt and Ozzy Moe, both of whom were young boys in 1918, recounted
this incident to me indicates that the memory was indelible. In fact, we know that persecution of
German-Americans during this period was not altogether uncommon in the Badger State, as
documented by historian Paul W. Glad in Volume V of The History of Wisconsin, 1914-1940.
The story reminds us of the complex reactions that war often elicits. And though it is difficult for
us to reimagine the emotions of a different era, it is wise for us to realize that human nature has
not changed, that the tragedy of war is ever-present in the human experience.
It is our hope that you will enjoy this year’s story.
Paul S Rykken
Falls History Project Coordinator
June 2014
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PART 1: BRIEF HISTORY OF COMPANY C
Originally called company D, later known company C, 107th Ammunition Train of Black River
Falls, was ordered to muster on Sunday July 15, 1917 at the Black River Falls fair grounds for a
week before going to Camp Douglas ordered by the soon to be commanding officer Captain
George B, Jensen Commanding Officer of Co. C 4th Infantry Wisconsin National Guard.
Company D, later Company C, was a truck company tasked with transporting supplies needed
for men at the front during World War I. There were 3 kinds of transportation units and they
were truck companies, horse wagon companies, and caisson companies. The unit from Jackson
County was assigned as a truck company which meant they were issued Nash Quad 4 wheel
drive trucks which were made across the state in Kenosha Wisconsin. As a truck company they
were mostly involved with transporting heavy loads such as artillery shells and heavy
equipment. From Camp Douglas, they traveled to Waco Texas where they trained at Camp
MacArthur for several weeks. Also at this time some of the men from Jackson County were
transferred to other units for the duration of the war (note the roster listings that follow). They
embarked for the East Coast where they were to board the transport vessel “Tuscania” to make
the voyage for England. Due to a quarantine issued to the unit because of possible spreading
of measles they were not allowed to travel. It later became known that the Tuscania had been
sunk by a German submarine on its way to England. 171 victims were accounted for; two
individuals were from Jackson County but survived the attack and lived. After being in England
for several weeks the proceeded across the English Channel to France where they would be
rushing supplies to various places during the war. One of the first major events in France for
company C was Chateau-Thierry on July 23, 1918 where under the command of Capt. Jensen
to being close the Aisne-Marne on August 24, 1918 and in various locations in France such as
Juvigny and Chaumont until their removal from Europe on April 21, 1919.
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Roster of Company “C” 107th Ammunition Train
Allen, Verne B.
Amundson, Hakon
Borreson, Oscar
Bowers, Fred S.
Capen, Edwin C.
Caves, John O.
Clatt, George W.
Clatt, Henry L.
Dell, Charles F.
Dutcher, Jass J.
Fifer, Hugh E.
Franks, Dana R.
Greenlee, Eugene
Gunderson, Aleck L.
Hagen, Eilert M.
Hanson, Albert O.
Hanson, Oscar O.
Hanson, Peter
Hanson, Sigurd
Haralson, Earl M.
Harmon, Percy A.
Heiser, Fred W., Platteville
Helbling, Harry A.
Horswill, Merlin O.
Hostrawser, Harley V.
Ibinger, John
Johnson, George
Jones, Lawrence E.
Jones, Robert L.
Kimvall, Joe M.
Kleven, Arthur E.
Kleven, Sven O.
Knutson, John
Krager, Arthur, Chippewa Falls
Larson, Clarence
Larson, Oscar M.
Malek, Bruno A., Ashland
Mattson, Martin
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McCoy, Robert C., Sparta
McDonald, Charles W., Milwaukee
McNulty, William J.
Messelt, Alvert
Molde, Olaf O.
Nelson, George D.
Nolop, Vlyde N.
Olson, Albert M.
Olson, Edwin
Olson, Louis
Olson, Nels E.
Olson, Rudolph, Osseo
Parker, Oscar B., Pewaukee
Paulson, Oscar, Osseo
Plummer, Harold L.
Quakenbush, Frank H.
Rinehart, Dan
Reynolds, Edrian A., Antingo
Rosedrans, Milton C.
Roseland, Alvie
Roseland, John
Schwachtgen, Felix, Amery
Schuster, Leo, Milwaukee
Sims, Ren C.
Spence, Samuel A.
Stephens, Harold T., Platteville
Taylor, George L.
Thompson, Martin A.
Thompson, Dwight A.
Tjorstad, Lewis R.
Tollefson, James M.
Tucker, Gerald K.
Tweed, Victor
Vennes, Alfred, Wheeler
Wallen, Arthur S.
Wasatko, Frank J., Almond
Wortman, Frank J.
Wortman, John
Wussow, George A.
Zimmerman, Oscar, Fairchild

Men from Jackson County
Transferred to other Units
Amo, Archie
Burdette, John
Burge, Wendell L.
Cameron, Louis
Chrisinger, Wm. A.
Doud, Theodore A.
Eich, Harry A.
Faukner, Sam S.
Fitzpatrick, Chas. A.
Harmer, Emery B.
Jackson, Julius J.
Jelinek, Jerry
Johnson, George C.
Johnson, Holger
Johnson, Vernal G.
Kalstad, Louis M.
Laib, Wilbur L.
Larson, Ralph O.
Lind, Clyde A.
Linberg, Orin E.
Linnell, Ora Raymond
Locken, Enoch
Lyon, Ray
Mathews, Cleveland
Miles, Frank
Miller, Orves
Mokraik, Rovert E.
Nelson, Sieger A.
O’Brien, Earl
Pederson, Palmer
Rose, Maurice Dean
Snowden, Frank L.
Sorenson, Oscar
Stai, Roy O.
Stenulson, Milton A.
Sullivan, Perry A.
Taylor, William A.
Van Gorden, Gorden
Voss, Harry W.
Wensel, Verley D.
Whitney, Verne
Wiggin, John O.
Williams, William W.

PART 2: THE STORY OF LAWRENCE JONES
Lawrence Jones was inducted into Company “D” 4th Infantry Regiment on July 15, 1917. Before
that he had been in Officers Training School at Fort Sheridan in Illinois. He was designated as a
Corporal before they went to Waco, Texas for further training. He later earned the rank of
Sergeant by arresting some individuals in Jackson County that failed to report for their duties.
After his experience in Waco Texas he and the rest in Company “D” were designated to
Company “C” of the 107th Ammunition Train. He was ordered along with Company “C” to New
York City to be sent to France. Because of a “measles quarantine, Jones, along with roughly
half of Company C, was unable to sail immediately. However, that would help him very much,
since the ship they would have been on – the Tuscania -- was sunk by a torpedo losing over
100 souls. Ultimately, Jones and his comrades sailed on the Orduna for England. He enjoyed it
because he was put on a ship with 200 nurses on the way to Europe though they weren’t
allowed near each other. However, when he got to England you could see that the Wisconsin
mindset was still in him. At Camp Winnal Downs eight men were issued half a pound of cheese,
a loaf of bread, and tea. He saw someone fishing pulling a big trout, he said he “almost
deserted” jokingly. While in Saint Naizaire he had to start to drink alcohol because of the
scarcity of water and at night the rats pulled at his hair. While there he also found a plum tree
but when he tried to grab the fruit he was shot at twice, they were “forbidden fruit.” While in the
area of the Chateau-Thierry front he visited the crash site of Quentin Roosevelt and was
involved with several of the missions for Company “C.” While at the Soisson Front he and
others went to the Pierfonds Castle built in 1392 by Louis of Orleans. They explored the castle
for a day finding secret passage ways and dud bombs that were dropped on the castle.
Sergeant Jones’s time in France was much like the rest of the Company though you could
always see him in everything the unit did. For example, when the convoy was halted due to
traffic a lady asked if they would want chocolate he yelled and was the first in line for it. He
would continue to lead Detached Service (DS) for the company and would help out any way he
could and he celebrated when November 7th finally arrived.
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INTERVIEW WITH KEN SCHOOLCRAFT
Ken Schoolcraft serves as the Americanism Chairman for the Miles-Hagen American Legion
Post 200 in Jackson County. Active in Veteran’s Affairs for many years, Ken is a veteran of the
Vietnam War and got to know Lawrence Jones in the late 1970s. Dominic interviewed Ken for
his insights on Lawrence Jones from the perspective of a younger veteran.
Ken: I come to known Lawrence Jones in the legion. He done a
veterans day and Memorial Day program for years here in Black
River. As he got up in his later eighties it was getting to be quite
a chore for him I was a younger post and I was asked to take
over memorial day, so I did it was around the late 70s, then so I
picked up on that and then I did the veterans day program too
and the veterans day programs especially was when I got to
know Lawrence because he could come up here to the high
school, and it was kind of like a two part thing we didn't have the
big assembly like we do now, we would come there in the class
room and the kids would ask us questions about our experiences
and at first we had Lawrence Jones from World War I, and Carl
Lieshky and somebody else from World War II and somebody
from Korea and somebody from Vietnam and that was back in
the early 70s and early 80s and Lawrence Jones was only know
as Jackson County and Black River Falls historian, he was very
verse on the history of the city and the county and I got to work
with him on that. As the old saying goes the torch was passed on
and it was passed on to me about 30 years ago now
Dominic: He seems to be through these documents a pretty avid contributor to them and he
kind of showed what the Jackson County Boys experience was in World War I. Was he one that
showed this much on World War I or were there others?
Ken: He was a sergeant and he if you ever look at the... you seem em around, I know there is
one in the legion hall it is a real odd long picture and it shows all the World War one Vets on
Main Street, now where Water Street and Main Street hit at the base of the bridge. That was a
picture of Company C and Lawrence was right front and center he was not high ranking but
more of a prominent fixture and just by ready his stuff that he wrote, he wrote the stuff for the
Bob Teeples Veteran Book and that is one thing he was good at was detail, even in that age he
was in his 80s when he did and that was a thing was with the other vets as well was the
attention to detail so I think that he was a prominent and pretty proud of his services,
inaudible....
Dominic: Yea, it seem that for the American Forces over there in World War one that even a
unit such as this would be crucial to keep the combat troops at the front rolling and Jones
reflected the thoughts of the rest of the Company by doing that. Do you know if they saw much
action at the front it sounds like they had some squalls at times.
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Ken: Yea they would probably run into skirmishes along the way, they were not actually in the
fighting they would get their ammo to the front and then head back, but there was times that
they would get ambushed and things like that but it would qualify more as a skirmish then a
major battle of that sort. And I know that he was Karl Lieschky he is in this book somewhere he
was in Lawrence's company too and he was, talked they used Shetland Ponies to haul supplies
up to the front and if they were short on rations and got desperate enough they would butcher
Shetland Ponies, and he was telling the kids at the high school one time and there was a girl
that went "eww.." and he was like "You should try it is really good" [laughing] so yea they had to
make do with what they had.
Dominic: Yes it definitely sounded like they would just try to get stuff from point A to point B. I
sounds like from Jone's letters that at times he really sounds like he saw the "civil" part of war
from his leave in Paris to days later sleeping with his gas mask on I read earlier in the
document....
Ken: You see that in the letter that was a lesson well learned that they would use gas between
trenches and was trench warfare in World War one and you know that gas settles that even gas
fumes settle to the floor and that got in the trenches and that was widely used and you never
might know where they would use it, and even like you said that he was in Paris and stuff he
slept with his gas mask on and was something that you did automatic.
Dominic: How do you think the Jones family and others reacted to them being in Europe and
maybe what the thoughts of the county were of them being over in Europe fighting with the
United States and its allies?
Ken: Well you know back in those day you didn't have media you did not have the war in the
living rooms here, everyone knew here that they were over there doing their duty and the only
communication that you would have would be letters, even World War II was just starting to get
to the point where you get war at home, would had radio but TV was still in its infancy and how
the troops wrote home in World War I that's how the people perceived the war they would write
home I am doing fine and they could be in a rough situation or a critical situation but they never
let on to people back home because they did not want to be worrying them you see. I think as
long as the troops over there said they were good and doing fine and everyone back here
figured they were, and we just hoping to see them again someday. I am reading books now it is
funny I work for the school district for 21 years and I have to retire to start reading. There is a lot
of books out there were they have a letter of a soldier that wrote home even back from the Civil
War day telling the people back home that we are fine, though maybe he wasn't. See they didn't
have the influence of the media back then so...
Dominic: Yea, you wonder what it would be like even with or without media now [laughing]
Ken: Yea some of the stuff that happened in that trench warfare you have people saying you
know if they saw that to get out of there to a certain extent you know we don't need to be
sacrificing our boys over there if they see how that worked.
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Dominic: It was kind of interesting too how his relative Jacob Spaulding actually founder Black
River Falls
Ken: Yea that is an interesting bit so if Lawrence said everything was alright over there people
believed him.
Dominic: Like I said earlier when he was on furlough and he went into Paris and the back
country that it was just like normal when you were not at the front. Like he said when he went to
Paris it was a bustling city just like New York was.
Ken: Yeah well once you got out of Paris, we even had back in this country a... my dad used to
call it the dirty 30s but this goes back to 1918, 1917... I think it was 1918 when they went and
outside of the cities there was no surfaced roads and that is why horses played into it so much a
lot of those roads were just mud and just impassible. Well you know they didn't have snow
plows and stuff so it was... yea. So when they got into a city even if the roads weren't surfaced
or paved it was kind of a change to what they were used to.
Dominic: Yea he said he got to finally sleep between white sheets instead of his OD blanket on
some straw, sometimes not even straw.
Ken: Yea I didn't know how they did it.
Dominic : And then even... when he goes into detail when he was delivering new trucks to the
front he and others stopped on at a place on the way for breakfast it is like they kept a hold of
civilization even from where they were.
Ken: Yea to expand on that story a bit he said they would sit on the ammo boxes and eat
breakfast, though they realized if they came under attack that was not the place to be, and one
time he told the kids when he was here at school, he said one time they came under attack so
instinctively he dove under his truck but when he realized what was above him he decided that
was not a good idea either, he was laughing and the kids were laughing so you know... it was
just probably his attitude that got him through you know, just take it with a grain of salt.
Dominic: Is there any interesting recollections that you have of what he did at the high school.
Are there any stories that he told that you would like to share?
Ken: I remember when we would come to the high school it would be on veterans day or close
to it, because sometimes it ended up being on a weekend so we would come up here and he
would be carrying his basket, a woven Indian basket or picnic basket type thing, and he would
have some of his paraphernalia he even had his hob nail boot that he wore in World War I that
had about 150 nails in it and they were called hob nail boots and he talked about how the lice
would be in everything and how sometimes when they would eat the lice would be in their food.
Or if the maggots if it was really bad they just wouldn't pick them out and eat them anyway. He
really tried to bring across to the kids that war isn't all glory like the movies show it you know
there is a lot of... well I even found it in a book I was just reading about a POW in North
Vietnam, no I wasn't reading that book, down in a convention in Wisconsin Dells this weekend
they had a POW that was from North Vietnam, he was in North Vietnam POW camp for four
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years and some of the stuff he did to survive, it wasn't all glory wave the flag and it was like
Lawrence used to say when you were there you weren't thinking about patriotism, you weren't
thinking about I'm doing this for my country, you were thinking about where you were going to
get you next hot meal, when you were going to get your next dry socks, when you were able to
take a bath you know when you don't take one for six months. So you weren't thinking about
mom and pop apple pie and the American Flag, but just taking it day to day. That is what he
usually got across to the kids.
Dominic: Yea definitely, It says in here how they wanted him to wear the 88th division flower
but he wore the red arrow instead with the bar in it. It was funny that they were really showing
how they were from Wisconsin and Michigan because that is where the 32nd division was from.
They would actually rough up the other divisions with doing stuff like that
Ken: Yea I mean they had a lot of pride, they had a lot of pride in their unit and their state,
where they were from the Midwest. I mean they say to this day that the Midwest boys were the
best ones, best servicemen, because they knew how to shoot, they knew how to work, you
know it is different if you are form Black River Falls or from New York City and weren't handed a
gun you know you have shot a gun all you life, were some of the best marksman, Native
Americans also they were the best marks men in a lot of their units and there is a lot of awards
and accommodations to show for that.
Dominic: How did you think Lawrence felt when World War II came and later things like that.
Did he stand with what he did in World War I or did he think differently of any other conflicts?
Ken: No, I think they stayed pretty much on the same page because I know World War I vets if
you look at any World War II function your World War I veterans were there supporting them. I
don't think there was any demarcation line in there anywhere. I think you see that more between
World War II and Vietnam, because strange as it may seem you couldn't get into any veteran
organization at the start of Vietnam because until they declared it a war you see you couldn't get
in because VFW Veterans of Foreign Wars well it wasn't a war, Korea was a conflict, Vietnam
was a police action until Congress I believe in 1966 or 64, 65 right in that area declared it that
hostilities were real and they put and they said it was a war then the veterans organizations
opened up but there was kind of a time that there that a little touch of [inaudible] for any Vietnam
or Korean veteran that wanted to get into the legion which was run by the World War I and
World War II vets at the time so.
Dominic: Well it seem with the Armistice but it seems that World War I veterans were really the
first hoorah when it came to veterans things you don't see any of that before World War I.
Ken: Well you see the American Legion was first chartered in 1919 in Paris. After the hostilities
ended you know a bunch of guys got together and decided let’s start a veteran’s organization,
and their first caucus was held in Paris and their first actual convention was held in Minneapolis
in 1919 their first caucus was in Paris in 1918 and it was the World War I guys that started it all.
Dominic: Even says here with the that they were singing with a bunch of French soldiers on the
train back and the French sung to them and it even seems like cross nation at that time that it
11 | P a g e

didn't matter what nation you were from you were just on the same side. It seems like they really
got along I mean they do now days but you don't see people singing like that together.
Ken: No, but if it would of been 2013 or 2019 when they were coming back they would have
their ipods cell phones, you know that was the only entertainment you had what you could dram
up what you could sing or play ball or something that was all you had
Dominic: It even goes a little before even before they were in transportation to Europe it got
fiddled up and they went on this ship named the Tuscania and they went on this one called the
Orduna and when they got over to Europe they found out that the one they were supposed to be
on got torpedoed.
Ken: That happened, that happened quite a bit even in World War II and stuff. You would get
bumped off one ship put on another and something like that would happen.
Dominic: I think that would even happen when even my grandfather was coming over for
World War II and he got put on another ship and the one that he was supposed to be on got
sunk. He was in the right place in the right time.
Ken: That was the thing with these guys they jump on a ship, first you had on a train to get to
the coast and then get on a ship then get over there and then from where you landed over there
then you had to get to where your outfit was going to serve, it took weeks to get there. Now you
jump on a plane and you are there in a couple of hours.
Dominic: Well I think even when my grandfather got his discharge they gave him his papers
and told him to find a way home, he had a ship ticket that said be here by this date so he had to
tag rides to get there. Do you think they knew what they were getting into or do you think that
they just joined and to see what would happen?
Ken: I would think probably the latter. I think they realized just by knowing Lawrence and how
he talked I think that they knew that they needed help over there, so they were going to help
them out and they probably did not realize what exactly they or what type they were going to get
into with logistics or how long am I going to last. I think a lot of them thought that they would go
over there kick a few buts and come back and it lasted a little longer than they thought but any
war is like that. It was the same with World War II they would be in Berlin by Christmas and then
the Battle of the Bulge happened, so you never knew but that what probably, I mean I thought
the same thing when I went to Vietnam I thought it would be over, I mean everyone was
comparing it to Korea. There would be an armistice and then a DMZ would be the divide line like
North and South Korea, it would be North and South Vietnam but we had been in some other
actions down in South America where they had some uprisings and you went in there and you
cleaned it up and you would be gone. I don't think anybody realized that we would be over there
10 years in war. You don't know but you hope that is the way it is, you kiss your mother
goodbye I guess we'll see you at Christmas you know but then it is two years later.
Dominic: I most likely read over but was there a large amount of casualties from Jackson
County because they were in the ammunition train it sounded like there were 130 of them, did
most of them come back okay?
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Ken: I think they did, I don't have the figures but I know the figures are out there. If you look up
World War I, the Veteran Service Officer might have them how many Jackson County boys, it
would probably be by Jackson County it would not be by city because then your board is just too
hard to figure out. But your combat deaths I mean your casualties were more not from actual
fighting I am sure there were some. See our legion post, Miles-Hagen American Legion Post is
named after the first one that was killed in the first World War and the first one killed in the
second World War so for World War I it was Frank Miles and he was the first one killed over
there and that's in this Bob Teeples book somewhere and if they don't have it here they have it
down at the public library but it tells how that happened you know but a lot of it didn't have to do
with actual combat. I mean you look at the picture of those guys down on Main Street I mean
that was their Homecoming, there is a lot of guys in that picture so I think they stayed in tacked
pretty good I am sure there was casualties.
Dominic: Well I wonder if that is the reason why the National Guard here now is a
transportation company I wonder if that is derived from World War I or is that a whole other
thing.
Ken: You are getting into National Guard there I wouldn't say... You always got to have
transportation in any war. Now it huge ships, and huge planes and things like that. You don't
have the convoys I don't think like they used to. You know this company over here hauls the
machinery of war back and forth to the front but I think you go all the way back through history
even your Civil War guys had ammunition trains. I am trying to think what they called them but
you know horses and wagons you know. The trouble of war and a lot of wars is if, Hitler found
that out if you get going too fast and you outrun your supply lines. Supplies and Merchant
Marines are another one from World War II during World War I too those ships supplying. So it
was all part of that ammunition train you know. When you way ammunition train people think it is
a train that hauls ammo or a truck but it started here when they loaded the ships and took over
there then got it on the trucks then these guys got it to the front. It was all important cogs in that
wheel.
Dominic: Seems like these guys were not rolling no one was rolling.
Ken: That was it, if you were up there and you didn't have any ammo left you dig your hole a
little deeper.
Dominic: Now with Lawrence was there any other ones that you knew, any other World War I
vets.
Ken: The only three I knew were Lawrence Jones, Carl Lieshke, and Hostrawser I can't think.
Harley Hostrawser. But when we would come to the schools Harley was hard of hearing and
didn't really know what was going on and couldn't really contribute much. But Lawrence and
Carl did. I got a picture of Carl and Lawrence Jones too Toddy Porath who just passed away,
she had that convertible and she would bring him to Memorial Day every year at the Cemetery.
Those two were the main but there were others in the county. Every post in the county had
somebody in their post that was a surviving member of World War I.
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Dominic: So Carl was with Lawrence?
Ken: He must have been in the same outfit with Lawrence because he went with him
everywhere when we did programs he would always be with him, and I am sure if you would
look at that roster I think Carl was in the same outfit.
Dominic: So they must have gone over together.
Ken: Yea because Carl was the one that ate the Shetland Ponies. But yeah hauling ammo to
the front.
Dominic: So it here anything else that you would like to add?
Ken: No but just that it was a great opportunity and honor to know Lawrence. I mean there is
not too many people that know a World War I veteran. I knew him and worked with him and
stuff, he was so active in the legion at the time he was a steady reference to go to and he would
never turn you down and he said it never rains on our Memorial Day in Black River and he must
of done it 25 or 30 years before I started and I have done it for 35 years now. So you are looking
at 55 or 60 years almost and its never rained in Black River, I think he has a pretty strong pull
even up stairs, so and I was really honored that the torch was passed to me you know Veterans
Day, Memorial Day and anything else patriotic in Black River so yeah he was a nice guy to
know. He was one of those guys that you wished that he had never left you know so, veterans
die every day but that is one guy that, there are only a hand full of veterans like he was.
Dominic: Well thank you Ken for coming in.
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PART 3: COMPANY C ENGAGEMENTS, DAILY LOG, AND LETTERS
Alsace Sector- June 16 to July 23, 1918
Aisne-Marne Offensive- July 29 to August 24, 1918
Oise-Aisne Offensive- August 28 to September 7, 1918
Meuse-Argonne Offensive- September 26 to November 11, 1918
Army of Occupation- January 18 to April 21, 1919
Cheateau-Thierry
Coming from the Alsace sector, Company C was sent the Chateau-Thierry front to haul
ammunition to the front being a part of the 32nd Division which was sent to halt the German
offensive which was pushing the allies back to within fifty miles from Paris. Here they received
their first attack, their “baptism of fire”. Heavy artillery came down and hit the trucks, they took
cover underneath the trucks but they quickly decided that was not a good idea when they
realized they were underneath live ammunition.
Battle Statistics






Where- Aisne-Marne Sector in Chateau-Thierry 35 miles northeast of Paris.
When- May 31, 1918 – July 10, 1918
American Units Present- 3rd Division of the AEF
German Forces- German 7th Army
Known for halting the greatest offensive against Paris since 1914.

Soisson Front
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Company “C” was then transferred to the Soisson front from the Aisne-Marne offensive. They
would soon be going into what would be called the Oise-Arne offensive. There they were tasked
once again with moving small arms such as rifles, machine guns, flares so on and so forth to
men fighting at the front. In being tasked with this they were stationed close to the infantry at the
front being between the artillery and infantry positions. They were in the mist of several air
battles or “dogfights” as they were called. It was said a couple of German aircraft came low
enough to shoot be shot at with the men’s rifles. The 32nd Division which Company “C” was a
part of earned the Nickname “Les Terribles” by the French because of their stubbornness and
determination to push the Germans back. They fought through a town by the name of Juvigny
for five days which would later be referred to “five days of hell on earth.”
Battle Statistics






Where- Aisne-Marne Sector 75 Miles Northeast of Paris.
When- July 15- September 16, 1918
American Forces Present- Nine Divisions from the U.S. which were put under French
Command.
German Forces- German First, Third, Seventh and Ninth Armies
Known for being the allies first victorious offensive of the latter part of the war.

Saint Mihiel
Company “C” would then go Brocourt Woods, however, they would first however go through the
Saint Mihiel offensive where the 32nd Division was held in reserve. It was said most of the
prepping of the offensive for Muese-Argonne was done at night as to not alert German forces of
the unit buildup. Company “C” was temporarily transferred to the 79th Division and received
further replacements.
Battle Statistics






Where- Southeast of Verdun
When- September 12- 16, 1918
American Forces Present- U.S. First Army
German Forces- German Detachment C
Known for being the first US operation and victory by the independent Army

Meuse-Argonne
Company “C” would once again being right in the heat of the offensive. They were detailed to
deliver ammunition to the 121st Heavy Artillery. As they were getting there for the delivery a
large barrage that would last till the next day. The artillery covered the infantry till they were no
longer in range.
Battle Statistics






Where- Northwest of Verdun
When- September 26- November 11, 1918
American Units Present- U.S. First Army
German Forces- German Fifth Army and Army Groups of the Crown Prince
Known for being the biggest victory for the A.E.F.
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Hindenberg Line
Company “C” would make its journey to Germany. It went into no man’s land by a road the 107th
Engineers made from an old trench. They would spend 3 days going 10 miles without food or
sleep. They would go out soon after once again after they got a hot meal. They were next to a
field hospital that was shelled. People died that were already wounded according to them and it
was not the right thing to do in war. They would transport numerous loads till the Armistice soon
to come.

THE COMPANY C LOG
These daily accounts were taken from Company Clerk Ellert Hagan while he documented
Company C and its travels throughout World War I. The entries are reproduced here just
as they were and provide a diary of the experience.
July 1, The U.S.S. Covington suck by submarines. Whole Battalion out on man hunt.
July 2, Twenty of our trucks go to front and bring back 107th Trench Mortar Battery.
July 3, The boys first swim since leaving U.S.
July 4, Celebrated by having American ball game. Won the game from Co. ‘D’ 3 to 1.
July 5, Fellows again go to the lake for another swim. Belfort bombed.
July 6, Played a 12 inning game of ball with Co. ‘B’ and were beaten 5 to 3.
July 7, Col. McCoy visited cam and complimented us on our discipline
July 8, Capt. Jensen and 1st Sgt. McCoy make trip through trenches and go on German
Territory. Men getting appointments for dental work.
July 9, Turned in two blankets and russet shoes.
July 10, Four trucks and 11 men sent on detail to haul ammunition.
July 14, French 4th of July. Lt. Quentin Roosevelt met his death behond the German lines near
Chamery.
July 15, Anniversary of the mobilization of Co. ‘D’ 4th Wis. Inf. N.G., Black River Falls,
Wisconsin.
July 16, Moved from west side of Roppe to the East in new barracks.
July 17, Turned in overcoats and bedsacks.
July 18, Boys celebrated pay day.
July 19, Lewis R. Tjorstad appointed cook. Oscar B. Parker appointed Sergt.
July 20, Moved back to barracks on west side of Roppe.
July 22, Two supply trucks join us to carry oil on trip. Packs were made and put on trucks.
July 23, Started at 7:15 a.m. from the eastern frontier to Chateau-Thierry. Capt. Jensen had of
Eychelon No. 5 composed of 70 trucks. Passed through Lure and Vesoul. Camped at Cintrey.
July 24, Arose at 4:00 a.m and left camp at 6:00 a.m. Passed through Lengres and Chaumont,
Gen. Pershing Hq., wint into camp at Bar-Sur-Aube 210 kilometers from Paris.
July 25, Left camp at 7:00 a.m. Saw British aviation field, Fench Hospital and Red Cross trains
coming from front. Passed through Maux and camped at Esternay. All men buy a loaf of French
War bread.
July 26, Started at 7:00 a.m. Capt. Jensen and driver Washatko experience accident with car.
Washatko taken to hospital with slight injuries. Capt. Jensen escaped with few bruises. Camped
at Verneiul.
July 28, Boys visited dugouts and first line trenches. Broke camp at 6:00 p.m. and started for the
first zone. Passed through Chauteau-Thierry at 7:30 p.m. Saw the Marne river, all bridges
across river destroyed. Traffic greater than that of 5th Ave., Broadway, New York. Reached
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camp at 9:00 p.m. Our first gas experience. Wore gas masks two hours. Located beyond the
heavy artillery.
July 29, Arose real early and hauled our ammunition to the battery positions. Under first shell
fire. Tore holes in tubs and suit case. All men in dugouts and under trucks. Visited graves of
American, French and Boche soldiers.
July 30, Captain’s car in running order once more. Had hurry up call for small arms. Had
another gas alarm and had masks on for one hour.
July 31, 32nd Division hold the honor of being the first division to carry the American flag on
German soil. Moved up closer to the front. Very heavy artillery fighting. German women are
found chained to machine guns. Gas alarm once more, had masks on for 15 minutes.
Aug. 1, Saw aerial battle between 5 Boche planes and 1 large American battle plane. Boche
planes driven off. French aeroplane drops message informing us of the movements of the
Germans. Aeroplanes bombardment in woods near us. Gas alarm. Had masks on for 1 hour.
Gold chevrons worn.
Aug. 3, Soissons take by the British. Broke camp at 7:00 am. The dead salvage are lying on
either side of the road. Odor is terrible. Saw five demolished Boche planes lying in field. 1st
Lieut. George D. Nelson relieved from duty with Co. “C” to perform duties as personnel officer.
Aug. 4, Men detailed from horse section to hand ammunition. Wore gas masks on way to new
camp. Germans shelling new positions so badly we were forced to go back to old camping
grounds.
Aug. 5, 2nd Lt. George W. Russell detailed as ammunition train instructor. Alvie Roseland taken
to hospital with mustard gas.
Aug. 6, Saw first Division of drafted troops. Checked over ammunition to be turned over to
another Division.
Aug. 7, Moved camp and are now enjoying rest for a few days. German Aeroplanes get two of
our observation balloons. Balloons come down in flames.
Aug. 8, Boys visit Lt. Quentin Roosevelt’s grave and gather souvenirs from his aeroplane.
Aug. 9, Started work on pay cards. Were issued new gas masks. Inspection of rifles and
clothing by officers in the company.
Aug, 10, Farewell dance at Black River Falls, one year ago today. Boche plane shoots down
French observation balloon near camp. The following Corporals were appointed in this company
with rank from August 1, 1918: Stephens, Harold T.; Tollefson, James M.; Clatt, George W.;
Roseland, Alvie; Wortman, John.
Aug. 11, Americans bring back 40 German prisoners pas camp. Left Black River Fallsfor Camp
Douglas one year ago today.
Aug. 13, Captain Jensen receives orders to report back to the United States as general
instructor. Whole fleet of Boche planes drop bombs around us and turned their machine guns
on this area. Men sought shelter in dugouts
Aug. 14, 1st Lieut. George D Nelson relieved from duty as Personnel Officer from Train
Headquarters and is back to duty with Company “C” as commanding officer. Captain Jensen is
relieved from command of Company “C”.
Aug. 15, Captain Jensen bids Co. “C” farewell and leaves for Brest.
Aug. 16, Boche aeroplanes came over and all men took for dugouts.
Aug. 17, Broke camp at 6:30 a.m. and joined the Battalion in camp near Goussencourt
Aug. 18, Second contingent permitted to wear gold service chevron
Aug. 19, Gas alarm at 3:30 a.m. Issued fresh tomatoes. Some treat. Fifteen men transferred to
us from 32nd Div. displacement.
Aug. 20, Boys have first drill since leaving Roppe. Pay day.
Aug. 21, All trucks out hauling German ammunition. Algie Sprester went to hospital.
Aug. 22, Trucks out hauling German ammunition to rail head.
Aug. 23, Had orders to grease and gas all trucks for a couple days run.
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Aug. 24, Pulled out at 10:30 a.m. Had lunch near Belleau Woods. Ten trucks from Co. ‘A’ joined
us. Passed through Chateau Thierry. People all coming back to their demolished homes. Made
27 miles and camped for the night.
Aug. 25, Broke camp at 7:00 a.m. Passed through La Ferte-milon. Reached Pierrefonds, our
camp. Woods is the French Forest Reserve known as forest of Compiegne. Washatko comes
back to Company.
Aug. 26, Majority of company visited famous castle known as Le Chateau Pierrefonds National.
Original castle built in 1390 by Louis of Orleans; dismembered 1617; rebuilt by Nap III 1858;
reception room and chimney are parts of original castle; Emblems of eagles are parts of original
castle; Emblems of eagles were those of Charlemagne; porcupine of Louis 12th; bees of
Napoleon; walls leading to Lord’s library to Lord’s bedroom from 14 to 20 feet thick; paintings on
wall are those which represent perfect light of a knight; originals were in tapestry. Other
beautiful rooms were Hall of Knights or Round Table, Anti chamber to Ladies Knights Hall;
Ladies Knights Hall and Grand Knights Hall. Building has been defaced by bombs. Mysterious
double staircases and double chimneys and underground passage ways were of great interest.
Aug. 27, Broke camp at 7:00 a.m. Scenery very beautiful. Japanese hauling 32nd Div. Inf. to the
front. Cities badly shelled near Soissone. In camp between Vic-Sur-aine and Christop-a-Berry.
Bridges over Aisne destroyed. Many tanks going to the front.
Aug. 28, French Legions going to the front in support of the Americans. Wear khaki uniform.
Broke camp at 1:00 p.m. for points nearer front. Went over ground fought for four years. Had
good view of retreating Hun, bursting shells and destruction of German ammunition and
supplies. Bringing in German prisoners. Boys out hauling ammunition all night.
Aug. 29. Advancing slowly on account of numerous concrete machine gun nests. 75 aeroplanes
in battle formation flew over our camp for the front. Casualties very small here compared to that
on Chateau Thierry front.
Aug. 30, Boche shelling road.
Aug. 31, Shell hits in doorway dugout killing 6 German prisoners and wounding many others.
Sept. 1, 900 Germans captured by 32nd Division.
Sept. 2, Boche aeroplane brought down with wing shot off. Whole Company of Germans give up
to Americans, had been on firing line less than an hour. Boche dropping many bombs in valley
below us.
Sept. 3, Visited scene where bombs had done work. Two killed and six wounded. Blood stained
clothing and blankets were still on ground. Four horses also killed. Boche aeroplane flew over
camp so low that boys shot at it with rifles and pistols. Most all fellows find dugouts to stay in.
Sept. 4, Boys all out picking up salvage and German ammunition.
Sept. 5, Col. McCoy came to camp and had warm dinner - first warm meal in 36 hours.
Sept. 6, Broke camp at 8:00 a.m. Went back over same ground and in camp near Pierrfonds
castle. Sgt. Tucker and Horswill enjoyed a 12 mile hike while the Boche aeroplanes played a
tune on the road behind them.
Sept. 7, Government issue of Gilette safety razor, comb, towel, tooth brush and soap. 15 new
men transferred to us from 32nd Div. replacement.
Sept. 8, Lieut. Nelson gets his commission as Captain.
Sept. 9, Had orders to have everything ready to pull out in the morning.
Sept. 10, Rained all night. Got up at 4:00 a.m. Broke camp at 7:30 a.m. Went back over road to
Chateau Thierry. Crossed the Marne. Went over bridge which was blown up by the American
troops in the 2nd battle of the Marne.
Sept. 11, Broke camp at 7:45 a.m. Passed through Suzanne and Sommeson and pitched tents
just out of St. Dizler. Wheat and oat stacks are much larger than ours and thatched. Fences are
rarely seen. People herd all stock. Most of company visited St. Dixier.
Sept. 12, Remained outside of city all day, and boys again visited St. Dixier.
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Sept. 13, Broke camp at 8:00 a.m. Passed through Wassy and reached Ferriereset-Bofailie at
10:30 a.m. Company quartered in old barns and sheds. The inhabitants of the village mostly
refugees from Verdun. Sprester and A. Roseland return to Company from hospital. Boys much
interested in tread power and flail.
Sept. 14, Received 18 new replacements from replacement camp. Boys drill one hour and work
on trucks remainder of day.
Sept. 15, Passes given out to visit Joinville, 32nd Div. Headquarters located there. Sanitary
conditions poor, street very crooked and narrow. Upper Marne runs through city. Russian
soldiers in city. Joinville bombarded for last time Sept. 4, 1917. French hunting wild boar.
Sept. 16, Reveille at 6:10 a.m. Inspection by Maj. Bray at 7:30 a.m. Drill 2 hours. Turned in all
excess equipment.
Sept. 17, Boys visit surrounding villages on bicycles and have great time.
Sept. 18. Angelus sounds three times a day from old church in village. Boys visit surrounding
villages and buy eggs and milk
Sept. 19, Some boys failed to appear at reveille so the kitchen boilers and G.I. can were used
for mirrors the rest of the week. Five more replacements. 14 trucks get ammunition near
Chaumont.
Sept. 20, Boys got in from Chaumont at 2:00 a.m. Pay day. At 2:00 a.m. Tucker called on by
Col. McCully. Charged cigarette lighted becomes huge joke in the company.
Sept. 21, One year ago today visited Black River Falls for the last time.
Sept. 22, Left Feffieres-et-Lafolie at 2:35 p.m. Passed through Joinville and on road to St.
Dixier. Boys gathered beech nuts.
Sept. 23. Rained all night. Heavy traffic and traveled with no lights and only made 38 miles.
Passed through Bar-le-Duc at 10:30 a.m. City has been bombarded and whole blocks were
burned. Many officers in city. Cookies 8 t0 11 Francs per pound. Canned apricots 8 1/2 Francs
per quart. Eggs 5 1/2 Francs per dozen. Left camp at 6:30 p.m. Traveled all night and part of
train gets lost. Were under shell fire. Passed through burning village and reached Brocourt
woods at 3:30 a.m. Cooks and mess sergeant immediately began preparation for breakfast.
Sept. 24, All trucks out to haul ammunition. Many troops in Brocourt woods. Big drive in
preparation in Meause-Argonne sector.
Sept. 25, Boys returned from duty at 6:00 a.m. All trucks out again at 7:30 a.m. Chocolate
scarce but cookies are plentiful.
Sept. 26, Big drive starts on Meuse-Argonne sector. Balloons up aeroplanes very active. Trucks
all out again. Three thousand prisoners taken. Boche get two of our Balloons. Boys get in after
midnight.
Sept. 27, All trucks out again. Rained all morning. Boys get in at 6:00 p.m. All out again at 10:30
p.m. Ammunition dump removed. Issued short overcoats. Warm supper prepared for boys at
dump but so much traffic could not reach them.
Sept. 28, Boys did not return to camp. Still moving dump. Living on iron rations. One year ago
today landed in Waco. Marked difference in climate.
Sept. 29, Still raining. Boys still out at dump. No first aid stations within ten miles from front
lines. Fellow with arms shot off were walking back to get aid as it was impossible for
ambulances to get through the heavy traffic. Traffic on road in a solid line for 35 kilometers.
Many American soldiers died from exposure and lack of first aid. Our trucks also carried
wounded troops back from front lines.
Sept. 30, Boys came in all soaked. Feeding fellows all morning and one truck is still out. Boys
have pushed Hun beyond the river.
Oct. 1, Wounded soldiers on road for 36 hours. Food carried to the front here on burroughs.
Ammunition and supplies carried on narrow gage railroad. Trucks pulled out at 4:00 a.m. loaded
with ammunition. Ten more new replacements. H.L. Plummer commissioner 2nd Lieut.
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Oct. 2, Big air battle directly over us at supper time. Three Boche aeroplanes were brought to
the ground. Americans bring one down in woods where we were camped.
Oct. 4, Harley V. Hostrawser is slightly wounded by shrapnel in head. Went to hospital. Swede
Olson gets piece of steel in eye. Capt. Nelson knocked down by force of the explosion. Moved
from old camp to French barracks.
Oct. 5, Strong resistance by Germans. Large dugouts in camp down below the ground to the
depth of 30 or 60 feet. Air raid and all went to dugout. Great confusion getting to dugout and
fellows falling over ditches and bumping into trees
Oct. 6, Heavy barrage on all day. 24 trucks out hauling 155’s.
Oct. 8, Boys still hauling ammunition. Greatest battle in the history of the war takes place on the
Argonne woods.
Oct. 9, Nearly 22 aeroplanes went over camp in battle formation this afternoon. 32nd Division
takes 1600 prisoners.
Oct. 10, 21 trucks out hauling small arms ammunition.
Oct. 11, Broke camp immediately after breakfast and went closer to front to haul small arms.
Say German long range gun near upper dump. Passed Montfaucon the noted French city where
the Crown Prince stood in 1914 and watched the slaughter of his troops in the battle of Verdum.
Oct. 12, Shells burst near kitchen. Long range guns active all night.
Oct. 13, Boche shell Montfaucon night and day. Can see the shells burst from our camp. Large
concrete dugouts with pebbled-dash and the German iron cross.
Oct. 14, Prisoners taken by camp all day. 89th Division just going into the trenches. Many
deserters in this section.
Oct. 15, Boys moving old dump to advanced dump of 32nd Division. Boche prisoners coming
day and night.
Oct. 16, Germans shelling 126th Gas Hospital near our camp. Over 2000 gas patients had gone
through this hospital.
Oct. 17, Six trucks and 38 men on DS with 121st F.A. Ray Glennie sent to hospital. Mud four
inches thick around kitchen and all over cam. Germans send shells near kitchen.
Oct. 18, George Johnson and Dan Rinehart went to hospital.
Oct. 19, Broke camp immediately after dinner. Again passed through Mont-Faucon and made
camp just out of the village of Ivory. Victor Tweed sent to hospital. Big barrage sent over by
Americans.
Oct. 20, Christian Amundson, Peter Kot and Martin Mattson brought to camp under bayonet.
32nd Division relieved from trenches. Long lines of infantry on every road and hill.
Oct. 21, Mice eat holes in blankets and clothes. Boche aeroplane came over and most of
fellows take for dugouts.
Oct. 22, Pay day.
Oct. 23, Three day rest for our company. Very much enjoyed. Free issue of gum, chocolate, and
cigarettes from K.C. Issued another blanket. Boche got three of our balloons today. Many large
shells lit in valley below camp.
Oct. 25, Oscar Borreson sent to hospital. Boys bring back German lanterns and coal from
warehouse that had been captured.
Oct. 28, Boche get another balloon to the right of us. Walter Madsen sent to hospital.
Boys send German helmets home.
Oct. 29, Eugene Greenlee and Martin Thompson sent to hospital. Boche get another balloon.
Boys have narrow escape at Romaigne. Trucks ahead of them loaded with ammunition hit by
shell and burn in road. Shelling ration dump.
Oct. 30, Shelling Homaigne and boys could deliver ammunition to battery positions. Allied plane
brought down near camp. Machine gunner killed and aviator wounded.
Oct. 31, Halloween. Boys were out hauling 75’s. Armistice signed with Turkey.
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Nov. 1, Big drive starts. Bringing in 21 officers and 200 prisoners. Jess Dutcher sent to hospital.
Biggest barrage in the history of the war starts at 4:00 a.m. Ren C. Sims appointed Wagoner.
Arthur Krager and Arthur Wagner appointed corporals.
Nov. 6, Received word that Clayton Glennie had been operated on, in Base hospital near Paris.
John Knutson sent to hospital with gash in head caused by empty shell hitting him.
Nov. 7, Had big celebration shooting flares, guns, and fellows spent the evening yelling and
singing.
Nov. 8, Order out by First Army Corps to arrest anyone talking peace.
Nov. 9, On DS with ammunition train of the 158th F.A.
Nov. 10, Second accident with Dodge car cutting Captain Nelson’s face and knocking out many
teeth.
Nov. 11, Armistice signed. Celebrated by shooting flares and rockets all along the front. Fellows
hauling rations to the front. Greatest barrage that was ever sent over hit in Romagne.
Nov. 12, Hauling ammunition beyond the Meuse river. Steady stream of infantry marching back
from the front.
Nov. 13, Broke camp at Ivory. Passed through the ruined heights of Montfaucon, Numerous
French, American, and German grave yards. Large German tanks which were captured and
turned on the Huns can be seen in the fields. In camp at Liny. Crossed Meuse river.
Nov. 14, Turned over trucks to the 308th Ammunition Train.
Nov. 15, Gas mask inspection by non-commissioned officers.
Nov. 16, Old Quads wished back on us again. Boys make waffles and pancakes over old
French fire places. Detail delivers peerless to the Rhine.
Nov. 17, 32nd Div. and 9 others began march to the Rhine.
Nov. 18, Broke camp at Liny and moved Ramport. Passed Argonne Forest and went over the
famous road from Mantfaucon to Avacourt. First flurries of snow
Nov. 19, Boys take cootie bath
Nov. 21, Surrender of Hun fleet began.
Nov. 22, John Knutson and Oscar Borreson return to Company. Capt. Nelson visits Metz.
Nov. 24, Boys write ‘Dads’ Christmas letter. Capt. Nelson visits for near Verdun.
Nov. 25, Pay day.
Nov. 28, Thanksgiving day. Baked beans, mashed potatoes, pudding, syrup, French war bread
and coffee.
Dec. 1, Sergts. Tucker, Horswill, Capt Heiser and Pvt. 1cl Tony Berg left for Montpellier on 7
day leave.
Dec. 2, 57th F.A. Brigade attached to 88th Division.
Dec. 4, Cooks Gunderson and Wussow left for Nice on 7 day leave. Inspection by Col. Deews.
Dec. 7, Pvts. 1cl Berger, Clatt, H. Ibinger and Olson, R. appointed Wagoners.
Dec. 8, Company takes bath at Rampont.
Dec. 10, Trucks hauling wood from Verdun.
Dec. 14, First Christmas boxes arrive.
Dec. 17, Sergts. Tucker and Horswill, Cpl. Heiser return from 7 day leave.
Dec. 18, Cooks Gunderson, and Wussow return from 7 day leave. Cpl. Tollefson and Pct. 1cl
McNulty left for Montpellier on 7 day leave.
Dec. 19, 1st Sgt. McCoy and Sergts. Jones, L. and Weeden left for Nice on 7 day leave.
Dec. 20, Carter gets first open air bath for cooties.
Dec. 21, Wagoners Peter Kot and George Taylor left for hospital. Part of Co. ‘A’ left camp for
Velleroy. Pay day.
Dec. 22, Issued chocolate, cigarettes and tobacco from Y.M.C.A.
Dec. 24, Policing camp in preparation to our move to Villeroy. Christmas eve. Loaded some of
the trucks.
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Dec. 25, Christmas day. Breakfast at 4:00 a.m. Left camp de Placy at 7:30 a.m. rode all day in
rain and cold arriving at Villeroy at 2:00 p.m. Christmas dinner hard tack and corn willie. 1st Lt.
George W. Russell and Wag. Oscar Borreson return to Company.
Dec. 26, Quartered in barns and not allowed to have fires or lights
Dec. 27, Oscar Larson truck catches fire.
Dec. 28, Cpl. Kimball, Wag. Messelt, Pvt 1cl Molde and Bowers left for Nice on 7 day leave.
Dec. 30, Capt. Nelson composes poem, ‘New Year’s Dream’. Cpl. Tollefson and Pvt. 1cl
McNulty return from 7 day leave
Dec. 31, Cooks preparing New Year’s dinner. Apples $5.00 a peck. Grapes $3.00 small basket.
Pork 90 cents per pound.
Jan. 1, New Year’s dinner. Roast pork, dressing, mashed potatoes and gravy, fruit salad,
doughnuts, cookies, bread and coffee. Wag. Taylor returned from hospital.
Jan. 2, 1st Sgt. McCoy, Sgt. Jones, L. and Sgt. Weeden return from 7 day leave.
Jan. 3 Maj. Imhoff sent to hospital. Issued orders that no lights or fire in billets and we nearly
froze.
Jan. 5, Started preliminary training with 88th Div. same as we had done at Camp Mac Arthur.
Jan. 6, French celebrate birthday of Joan of Arc.
Jan. 7, 2nd dental inspection. Order issued to wear insignia of 88th Div. respond by sewing on
red arrow of the 32nd Div.
Jan. 8, Sgt. L. Jones in charge of detail at Dijon.
Jan. 9, 1st Lt. Russell in charge of Co. ‘A’.
Jan. 10, Received orders to report to the 32nd Div. at Coblenz. Sewed on red arrows and 2 befor
the order came were told to remove them.
Jan. 12, Turned in scabbards, booth and leather jackets. Trucks turned over to 313th Am. Tr.
Jan. 13, Capt. Nelson leaves on furlough. Received orders to pack.
Jan. 14, Breakfast at 1:15 a.m. Left Villeroy on trucks for Gondlecourt. Very cold and no cars at
deport for us so had to stay around until after dinner. Train consists of 36 American box cars, 50
men to car. Issued rations for 6 days.
Jan. 15, Woe up at Trier West, Germany. Went through Rhine province. Many tunnels, steep
slopes and vineyards. Arrived at Coblenz at 6:50 p.m. Crossed the Rhine at 10:00 p.m.
Reached Sayne at 11:30 p.m.
Jan. 17, Company billeted in Sayn in private homes.
Jan. 18, Company hiked to Reimback with full pack. Issued 15 quad trucks, 2 Packards and
Dodge light delivery truck.
Jan. 19, Assigned to billets. 51 men left company for DS with 107th Engineers.
Jan. 20, Inspection by Brig. Gerneral.
Jan. 26, Wag. Olson, R. went to hospital with mumps. Received word Capt. Nelson at Nice,
France.
Jan. 27, Boys begin to take advantage of 4 day leaves to Neuweid.
Jan. 29, Moved Kitchen and office.
Jan. 30, Inspection by Brigade Inspector.
Feb. 2, Pay day. Allotments straightened up and men receive back pay. Pay day for Company
$6,617.28. In France $36,064.17.
Feb. 3, Boys all busy gathering German souviners.
Feb. 6, 2nd Lt. Wm J. Waggoner assigned to us.
Fab. 8, Cook Gunderson leaves for cooking school at Ehrenbreitstein. Pvt. 1cl Schwachtgen on
SD as interpreter at Train Hq.
Feb. 10, Wag. Olson R. returned from hospital. Y.M.C.A. issue of cigars, cigarettes, candy and
gum.
Feb. 11, Sgt. Parker, Wags. Reynolds, and Hostrawser returned from leave.
Feb. 12, Football game at Neuweid between 32nd Div. and 2nd., 32nd beaten 18 to 0.
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Feb. 17, Show by the 107th Ammunition Train at Reimbach.
Feb. 22, Capt. Nelson returned from hospital.
Feb. 27, Battalion review.
Mar. 1, Col. McCoy, Col. Langdin, Lt. Col. Zink ate dinner with us. Leven, A. Larson, O. and
Mattson, M. appointed Wagoners. Watches turned ahead one hour.
Mar. 4, Wagoner Fifer sent to hospital. Rifle practice on range.
Mar. 6, Office force attends meeting at Sayn to get dope on going home.
Mar. 7, 13 men arrive from detail with engineers.
Mar. 9, Pvt. 1cl Molde sent to hospital.
Mar. 11, G.H.Q. inspection here to inspect service records, pronounced them very good.
Mar. 12, Capt. Nelson in charge of convoy to take men to practice Dov. Review. Haralson on
DS with Hq. 158th F.A. Brig.
Mar. 13, 65 men from A.B. D. companies left for France after trucks.
Mar. 15, Divisional inspection and review at Dierdorf by Commander-in-Chief of the Am. E. F.
Mar. 17, Inoculation of triple typhoid lipo vaccine. Molde returned from hospital.
Mar. 20, Dance at Y.M.C.A.
Mar. 25, Wag. Sprester transferred to St. Aignan for discharge to States.
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EXCERPTS OF LETTERS FROM THE MEN OF COMPANY “C”
Because live media was non-existent during the 1910’s and reporters did not go with troops to
the front at that time, people at home often relied on letters to one of the soldier’s family during
the war. These would then often be sent to the newspaper to be published so the rest of the
citizens would then have an idea what was going on over in Europe at the time.
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PART 4: INTERVIEW WITH RANDY BJERKE
Randy Bjerke currently serves as the Veterans Service Officer for
Jackson County. He was able to assist Dominic with some World
War I memorabilia.

whole helmet and
counterpart.

Left: These were the
issued Tunic, helmet and
overcoat that would have
been issued to the men of
Company “C”. The tunic
or 1917 Wool service coat
was 100% wool and
finished with rimmed
buttons that had eagles on them. The collar had a
metal hook that it would button with. The collar insignia
would signify what branch the individual would be in if
it was the signal corps, infantry, artillery, cavalry,
transportation so on and so forth. Along with enlisted
men’s sleeve insignia showing their rank they would
also receive over sea stripes which would be placed
on near the cuff of their sleeve. The overcoat as well
as the service coat was made out of wool but it was
much heavier made for the soldiers so
they could endure the months. They
would go to around mid-knee length
and would have a cotton liner as well.
Though they were cumbersome to wear
they would often be a soldier’s only
source of shelter during the war. The
helmet worn which can be seen in the
top left of the photograph was identical
to the British helmet used during World
War I. It had a brim that encircled the
was steel “sawdusted” unlike its British

Right: Here we can
see a model 1903 Springfield Rifle
which fired a .30-03
cartridge from a five round magazine. It
was bolt action and
could fire up to 15 rounds a minute with
an effective range
of approximately 1,000 yards. There
were over a million
made since their placement into action
in 1903. Right next
to it is the bayonet that would have
been issued with
the rifle. They bayonet would clip in to
the front of the rifle
as to improve the melee capabilities of
the soldier. They
were used significant amount for the
close combat seen in the trenches but would also be used as a tool when necessary. On the far
right is the cartridge belt worn for the rifle. This was made out of canvas and would go around
the soldier’s waist. He would then place the 5 round clips known as charger clips which would
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speed load the rifle. They would be able to carry numerous clips for their rifle. Company “C” like
other units would be issued a rifle just like this one on the right.

Left: This was a World War I military bugle. Though telegraph was
around at the time there was still no efficient way for it to be used on the
battlefield. Telegraph wire had to be laid out and at times could not be
used in certain circumstances. The bugle however, was fast, easy, and
simple. The bugle had already been used for decades to relay
commands to the soldiers it could be heard on the battlefield and was
easy to transport unlike telegraph or similar communication.

Communities across the country staged parades highlighting
the returning soldiers from the war. This is the scene from
1919 in downtown Black River Falls.
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